
Ju ly  3 ,  2010 

  

Dear brothers  and s is ters  of  of  our  Hermanamiento of  
Laure l  Ga lan,  

 

We at  Peace Lutheran Church ho ld you in  our  hearts  and prayers .   Dur ing  
th is  season of  Pentecost ,  we hope that  you exper ience the Holy  Sp i r i t ’ s  
presence in  your  l ives .  

We want  to share wi th you what  i s  happening at  Peace Lutheran in  recent  
week:  

 
•  On May 2n d ,  we celebrated Partnership Sunday wi th the ent i re 

congregat ion.   The sanctuary was beaut i fu l ly  decorated wi th 
c loths and sto les f rom your country.   The worship star ted by 
reminding ourselves of  the long history of  our partnership 
connect ion.   The l i turgy contained elements of  Lat in American 
Liberat ion Theology.  Instead of  a sermon, we l is tened to the 
Gospel  passage of  Luke 24:   13 – 35 ( the disc ip les’  journey to 
Emmaus),  and discussed in smal l  groups throughout the 
sanctuary,  what  st ruck us in th is text ,  what  exper iences of  loss 
we had and you may have had,  what  opened the disc ip les’  eyes,  
and what we may recognize through our partnership.   The serv ice 
concluded wi th a dancing handshake l ine,  s imi lar  to what  we have 
exper ienced in South Afr ica.  

•  On May 23r d ,  we celebrated the Feast  of  Pentecost .   Whi le,  we 
did not  have a group of  conf irmands th is year,  our group of  
Catechumens,  adul t  members of  Peace who come together to 
deepen their  fa i th and understanding of  the Gospel ,  were b lessed.  
Af ter  the worship serv ice,  the congregat ion had a p icnic at  a local  
park.  Everyone enjoyed the spr ingt ime sun and games and 
fe l lowship over lunch.    

•  Emi ly ,  our  seminar ian,  had her f i rs t  meet ing wi th her support  
commit tee in May.  This group of  Peace members wi l l  accompany 
her in her pastoral  and theological  t ra in ing at  Peace.   Emi ly wi l l  
be doing her Cl in ical  Pastoral  Educat ion at  a hospi ta l  in  Chicago 
th is summer.   She wi l l  return in the fa l l  and work wi th us 
throughout  a l l  of  next  year.  

•  On May 30 t h ,  the Sunday School  chi ldren brought  specia l  thank 
you gi f ts  to thei r  Sunday School  teachers.   The chi ldren are 
b lessed by the inspir ing chi ldren’s ’  t ime wi th Pastor  Ani ta and 
other Sunday School  helpers.  



•  On June 13,  two of  our h igh school  graduates and one of  our 
col lege graduates were recognized for  thei r  academic 
achievements.  

•  Apart  f rom our congregat ional  l ive,  a l l  fami l ies are feel ing the 
economic recession.   Some are e i ther  st ruggl ing or  someone else 
in thei r  fami ly  is  f inancia l ly  st ruggl ing.   People who were ret i red 
have star ted working again and others have been la id of f .   There 
is  a very h igh unemployment in Cal i forn ia,  especia l ly  for  the 
young people coming out  of  col lege.   Serv ices that  are of fered to 
the less for tunate are being drast ical ly  reduced or  cut  a l l  
together.   I t  wi l l  a f fect  the s ick,  poor,  e lder ly ,  and young 
people.   The churches and non-prof i ts  in the communit ies are 
complete ly overwhelmed. Yet ,  most  of  us are opt imist ic  that  
th ings wi l l  get  bet ter .   We wi l l  solve these issues and be able to 
move forward.   

 

How are people in your communi ty doing now?  We were concerned to 
hear about  the heavy ra ins;  i t  seems as i f  i t  e i ther  ra ins too much or  
too l i t t le !   With a l l  that  water  hopeful ly  the wel ls  wi l l  not  go dry th is  
year and there wi l l  be enough to recharge to the groundwater  basin.   
We pray for  a l l  in  your congregat ion who are af fected by the weather 
and by i l lness.  

In c los ing,  we want to quote words by Fr.  Pedro Arrupe,  S.J.  that  
Pastor  Steve shared wi th us in h is newslet ter :  

"  Nothing is  more pract ical  than f inding God, than fa l l ing in love in a 
qui te absolute,  f inal  way.   What you are in love wi th,  what  seizes your 
imaginat ion,  wi l l  a f fect  everyth ing.   I t  wi l l  decide what wi l l  get  you out  
of  bed in the morning,  what you wi l l  do wi th your evening,  how you 
spend your weekends,  what  you read,  whom you know, what breaks 
your heart ,  and what amazes you wi th joy and grat i tude.   Fal l  in  love,  
stay in love,  and i t  wi l l  decide everyth ing."  

Dur ing th is t ime af ter  Pentecost ,  we pray that  the Spir i t  who 
enl ightened the minds of  the d isc ip les in order that  they might  
understand the work and gi f t  of  Chr ist ,  may guide your and our l ives as 
wel l .   You are a lways in our hearts and prayers.  

The Lord 's Peace be wi th you,  

 

Peace Lutheran Church 

The Peace Partnership Group 



 

P.S.  We were over joyed in August  to  receive your June 15th let ter  and 
were so interested in a l l  of  your news.  We didn' t  receive your let ter  
unt i l  a f ter  wr i t ing our above partnership let ter .   We pray that  the 
harvest  has improved so that  you are able to repay your revolv ing fund 
loans.   We are exci ted to hear  that  Laurel  Galan is  get t ing 
electr ic i ty ! !   Please let  us know when the project  is  complete.   We were 
also so happy to hear about  your Mother 's  Day celebrat ion on June 
17th.   What a joyous day you had together! !  

 


